[From positional cloning to gene identification and its function in genetic diseases].
The huge development of genetic tools, together with the availability of powerful computers have enabled the mapping of several loci responsible for genetic diseases by the positional cloning technique, also called reverse genetics. The step consisting of identifying the gene itself remains a difficult step and the function of the gene identified may remain difficult to establish. In this chapter, we will examine the various steps allowing the identification of the gene, techniques allowing the creation of animal models of human diseases and the recent progresses of these techniques.